
Access Guide to the  
State Highway System 

 

This folio has been designed to offer some basic 
information on the WSDOT Access Management 
program.  This folio offers to briefly outline the 
access management program and to answer some 
fundamental questions associated with the program.   
The last page of this folio also offers contact 
information to assist in answering any other 
questions or concerns you may have.  We would 
strongly encourage communications directly 
with your regional contact. 

 
What is Access?  

 

Access is the ability to enter or leave a public street, 
roadway or highway from an abutting property or 
another public street, roadway or highway. 
   

Is a permit required to access  
the state highway system?   

 

Yes  
 

Access points to the state highway system are 
regulated through the Revised code of Washington 
(RCW) and further defined in the Washington 
Administrative Code (WAC).  
 
There are two Types of Access affecting State 
highways - Limited Access and Managed Access.   
 
Limited Access is highly restrictive on those 
designated highways which include all interstate 
highways and other state highways where access 
rights have been acquired.  Private direct access is 
allowed only by deed.   
 
Managed Access permits private direct access to 
those designated state highways subject to criteria 
established by law. 

Regional Access Contact Numbers 
 

Northwest Region 
(206) 440-4710  (King & Snohomish Co.)  

(360) 757-5961  (Skagit Co. & Whatcom Co.)  

North Central Region 
(509) 667-2906  (Wenatchee) 

Olympic Region 
(360) 357-2736  (Olympia)  

Southwest Region 
(360) 905-2299  (Vancouver)  

South Central Region 
(509) 577-1630  (Yakima)  

Eastern Region 
(509) 324-6540  or   

(509) 324-6199  (Spokane) 
 

 
On-line resources  

 
Applicable Revised Code of Washington (RCW): 
RCW 47.50 - Highway Access Management 

RCW 47.52 Limited Access Facilities 
 
Applicable Washington Administrative Code (WAC): 
WAC 468-51 - Highway Access Management  
Access Permits - Administrative Process 
 
WAC 468-52 - Highway Access Management -  
Access Control System and Standards 

WAC 468-58 Limited Access Highways 

 

 

 

 

 

Requirements and Procedures for an Access  
Connection Permit to the Managed Access State 
Highway 

• You are required by RCW 47.50 Laws of Washington 
State to have an approved permit prior to constructing 
an access connection to a State Highway.  

• Submitted applications must consist of the completed  
application form, a site plan, additional information as  
outlined on the backside of the application form, and 
the appropriate fee. 

• Be sure to mark your proposed access connection  
location (flagging, stake, etc.) on site. In addition to 
marking the location, photographs submitted with the 
application would be helpful. 

• The access connection application will be field  
reviewed. 

• A performance bond or an assignment of escrow may 
be required. The form for obtaining a bond or an  
assignment of escrow will be sent with the unsigned 
permits for signature. The amount of bond will be 
noted in the provisions of the permit. 

• When the Grantee receives a signed permit, the 
Grantee will be required to contact the WSDOT as 
described in the permit to establish a time for a  
pre-construction conference. Work on the approach 
may not be started until the Grantee receives a signed 
permit and has a pre-construction conference. 

• Construction must begin within 90 days of the  
effective date of the permit. Construction shall be 
completed within 120 days of the issuance of the  
permit. If an extension is necessary, a written request 
to the Region office must be made or your permit may 
be nullified. 

• When the access is complete, the Grantee must  
request a final inspection from the local WSDOT  
contact.  

• If the access is not installed correctly or is not totally  
completed as required, then the bond or assignment 
of escrow will not be released. 

• The Grantee is responsible for the construction,  
operation, and maintenance of the access connection. 
Any future patching (pot holes), or drainage problems 
(culverts) are the responsibility of the owner and must 
be taken care of by the owner. 
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Managed access highways are those state 
highways where access rights have not been  
acquired by the state but access connections are 
regulated through the access management  
program.    
 
Managed access highways in unincorporated areas 
require a state-issued access permit. However,  
cities are the permitting authority for managed  
access routes within their boundaries. 
 
Access Permits are issued in accordance with the 
classification of a particular highway.  Below is a 
brief description of the access classification criteria. 
Please consult your regional contact to obtain the 
classification of a particular highway of interest.   
 

Access Classification  
Class 1  
• Accesses spaced a minimum of 1320' apart 
• No direct access unless property has no other  

reasonable access  
• Direct access shall be for right turns only on 

multi lane facilities 
• Permitted access goes away when alternate 

access becomes available  
 
Class 2 
• Access spaced a minimum of 660' apart  
• No direct access unless property has no other  

reasonable access  
• Direct access shall be for right turns only on 

multi lane facilities 
• No additional approaches for created parcels 

from property divisions  
• Permitted access goes away when alternate 

access becomes available  
• Variance permits may be allowed  
 
Class 3  
• Access spaced a minimum of 330' apart 
• Variance permits may be allowed  
• No more than one access shall be provided to 

an individual parcel or to contiguous parcels 

under the same ownership unless it can be shown 
that additional access points would not adversely 
affect the desired function of the state highway in 
accordance with the assigned access classification, 
and would not adversely affect the safety or  
operation of the state highway  

 
Class 4  
• Access spaced a minimum of 250' apart 
• Variance permits may be allowed  
• No more than one access shall be provided to an 

individual parcel or to contiguous parcels under the 
same ownership unless it can be shown that  
additional access points would not adversely affect 
the desired function of the state highway in  
accordance with the assigned access classification, 
and would not adversely affect the safety or  
operation of the state highway  

 
Class 5  
• Access spaced a minimum of 125' apart 
• Variance permits may be allowed 
• No more than one access shall be provided to an 

individual parcel or to contiguous parcels under the 
same ownership unless it can be shown that  
additional access points would not adversely affect 
the desired function of the state highway in  
accordance with the assigned access classification, 
and would not adversely affect the safety or  
operation of the state highway  

 
Will an Access Connection  

Permit be approved provided that  
I meet the classification criteria? 

 

Not always.   
 

Each access permit is evaluated individually prior to 
being issued or denied.  In many cases evaluation by 
the State is necessary before a full understanding of 
issues can be made.  Sometimes there are safety  
concerns which may not be able to be mitigated at  
certain locations.  It is strongly recommended to contact 
your regional access coordinator to evaluate your  
proposed access connection.  In many cases a 

“conceptual evaluation” may offer to make the  
permitting and approval process more efficient.   
 

Are there costs associated with  
Access Connection Permits?     

 

Yes  
 

Permit fees are codified and have been  
established based upon the Category of the  
approach, land and traffic use influence permit 
fees.  The following is a list of existing base permit 
fees and does not constitute all fees which may 
be included above these.  
 
Category I  Minimum Connection 
 

$50.00  Field approach agricultural & forest  
 lands  
 Utility Operation & Maintenance  
 Residential Dwelling (up to 10 units)  
 Other uses with less then 100 vehicle 
 trips per day 
 

Category II  Minor Connection  
$ 1,000  Less then 1,000 trips per day 
 1,001 to 1,500 trips per day  
 

Category III 
$ 2,500 1,501 to 2,500 trips per day 
1,000 Fee for an additional connection  
 point. 
 

Category IV 
$ 100  Base Fee per connection point 
 
Other costs which may be incurred by an  
applicant which are above and beyond the  
permit fee itself can include Inspection Fees,  
Engineering costs, as well as any improvement 
costs necessary to meet permit requirements.   
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