
Procedures during Construction Pertaining 
to Historic and Cultural Resources 
 
The WSDOT Environmental Procedures Manual, Historic, Cultural and Archaeological 
Resources chapter provides compliance procedures and policy guidance pertaining to historic 
and cultural resources. Visit the WSDOT Federal, State, and Local Permits website for 
information on federal and state permit requirements. Also refer to the WSDOT Construction 
Manual, Section 1-1.10. The most current information on unanticipated or inadvertent discovery 
during construction is available on the WSDOT Cultural Resources web site. 
 
Areas used for WSDOT Projects 
Material sources, storage areas, pit sites, staging areas, and other areas used for WSDOT projects 
are subject to Section 106 compliance, if federal funds, permits or lands are involved. Capitol 
Construction Funded projects are subject to the Governor’s Executive Order 05-05 (GEO 05-05) 
review and compliance.  
 
State Owned Sites The Project Engineer should coordinate with the region to ensure 

that material sources have been surveyed and cleared for cultural 
resources, so that known archaeological resources may be avoided. 

Contractor Owned Sites The contractor is required to obtain all necessary permits to 
operate the site. This will have included addressing historic and 
cultural preservation in the SEPA environmental checklist. 

 
Special Provisions to the Standards Specifications 
If there is a known probability of encountering cultural resources, the contract 
will most likely have included provisions for archaeological and paleontological 
recovery. The special provision will usually define any potential sites and 
outline any recognized recovery procedures or required recovery provisions. See the General 
Special Provisions 071604.GR1- Archaeological and Historical Objects (December 6, 2004) for 
more information.  
 
If there is no special provision for archaeological and paleontological recovery in 
the contract, Section 1-07.16(4) Archaeological and Historical Objects of the Standard 
Specifications manual requires the contractor to (1) notify the Project Engineer and (2) take 
action to preserve the objects or ruins. 

 
Once unanticipated cultural resources have been sufficiently protected, the Project Engineer 
should immediately notify the (1) Region Construction Manager and (2) WSDOT Cultural 
Resources Program Manager to provide any necessary initial assistance to the Project Engineer. 
 
Where the region determines appropriate, the Project Engineer will contact and inform, through 
existing region contacts and region affiliations, the (1) State Historic Preservation Officer 
(SHPO), (2) Indian tribes, and the appropriate (3) Federal Agency of the discovery. 
 
The project engineer will also help facilitate any onsite meetings for the appropriate parties 
should either WSDOT, SHPO, or the appropriate Federal Agency believes it necessary. 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Environment/CulRes/default.htm
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/design/projectdev/gspamendments.htm
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/design/projectdev/gspamendments.htm
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Publications/Manuals/M41-10.htm
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Publications/Manuals/M41-10.htm
mailto:willias@wsdot.wa.gov?subject=UDP
mailto:willias@wsdot.wa.gov?subject=UDP


 
Inadvertent Discovery of Human Remains 
If human skeletal remains are encountered by the Contractor, they shall not be further disturbed. 
The Contractor shall immediately (1) notify the Project Engineer of any such finds, and (2) shall 
cease all work adjacent to the discovery in an area adequate to provide for the total security and 
protection of the integrity of the skeletal remains.  
 
The Project Engineer may require the Contractor to suspend work in the vicinity of the discovery 
until final determinations are made and removal of the skeletal remains is completed. See 
Section 1-07.16(4A) Inadvertent discovery of Human Skeletal Remains of the Standard 
Specifications manual for more detailed information on procedures.  
 
Unanticipated Discovery  
All WSDOT projects that involve ground disturbance operate under an unanticipated discovery 
plan that describes what will be done if archaeological materials or human remains are 
discovered during project activities. The Cultural Resources Program UDP Template (doc 61 kb) is 
available online from the Cultural Resources Program website for download. Work with the 
Region or assigned Cultural Resources Specialist to complete the template and ensure proper 
contact information is present.  
 

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Publications/Manuals/M41-10.htm
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Publications/Manuals/M41-10.htm
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/NR/rdonlyres/4A942436-C459-4DA9-9868-5CE63A15111D/0/DiscoveryFormTemplate.doc
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/NR/rdonlyres/9B2CC339-9E03-4CD0-812F-C753FEBE9F38/0/CRContactList.pdf

